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Tutti & Paul Bennett
HANDBAG DESIGNERS, 2T DESIGNS

fle we relish the opportunity
to put our own two cents in and
cagerty forecast everything from

the weather o the future, our convicton
often allerswhen it comes toputtingowr
predictions in cold, hard print. So you may
be surprnsed to see it wntten here inblack
and white that 2T Designs is the next big
thing hover ing on Austral ias handbags
and fashion accessor les horon Who
would hawe thought that rubber - the
material usually relegated to car tyres
and sports shoes - could look so stylsh
or be 0 well suited to the fastidious
world of fashion accessones? Tutti and
Pau Bennett cottoned on to the fact
maore than two decades 330 and are now
converting the rest ofus o this industrial
material through 2T Desgns’ eye-aathing
new handbags

it all started more than 20 years ago as
Pau walked the numbered avenues of Now
Yorkand stumbled across a handhag for his
wife Tutti Made from biack ethy! vimy! acetate
(EVA) the matenal we also know as rubber, thes
bag shows few sgns of the wear and tear it has been
subected o ower the past two decades and you can
sthl see &t swnging from Tutti's arm today. Twenty
years bter and after Tutt and Paul had worked
together on many a creative pmjedt, thes very
bag nspred the couple © davelop thewr own
paylul collection of handbags usng the same
matenal

“We now we have ceated a product that fires
the imagnation and has great buyer appeal”
Paul says 2T Desgns’ mlection boasts a quirky
frivality with the bags desgned in the shape of
anmals, and you would be happily surprised
at how Eghtweight they are consdenng ther
extreme strength.

Upon seeing the creations foom 27
Designs, your instncive reaction is o mach
out and touch them. The contm st between
the polished siver nivets and the black,
foam-4ke EVA s tangdie and striung.

Bzarre but notwithoutgmoe,
eccentnc yet distinctvely pgmatic,
you cannot ignare the cunous mixof
uncharactenstic elegance that is neatly
packed ino each design
"We explored the deaof developing
the range around October last year™ Tuth
erplans "Ths was at the haight of the
SCONOM C oW NI, WOrk Was very Sow
and we were certanly in the frame of
mnd o consider our options. We teraly
sketched ideas at the kichen table and
the first mugh prototype was made in the
Ja=3e weth some bright gmen EVA we
found at Reverse Garbage in Marnicovile,
Sydney” Less than one year ke, 2T
De=sgns exhedeind its inaugural collecton
of handbags at fefashon Exposed frade
far in Sydneys Daring Harbour, whem
cunous buyers wom engrassed by the
mmosative caftsmanship
itis thewr shamd dedicaton ©
artistic innovation that fuels Tutt and
FPau's ceative venture, though how have
they found maing busness with pleasure?
*Sometmes rewarding and sometmes crap”
Paul affectonate iy teases. “T'd be lying f | sad
compneng the two ddn’t have its chalie nges. Al
things considered, including the fact that we've
200N In business ogether for amast 30 years,
d =y we've ept the balance farty well The
secret has been a clear defintion of roles. Tutti
nas boen a ternific busness managers, which
enabies me to concentrate on the desgn sde of
e busness, for whch I'm eternaly gateful”
While some companies sawvishly follow trends,
athers ceate them and 2T Desgns is already
setting the latter category abuzz " The great
arobiem of course is that designers must
sell thesr products inoxder to stay in
susness, o there is great femptation
% design for the masses and leave the
eally innovative idea s in the bottom
Jrawes” Paulexpins However, the
nasses are already rushing out to get
noid 01 2T Designs’ handiags Although
“ - . peoplie can sometimes orr on fashions more
“‘re htera]-ly SketChed ldeaS at conservative sdeg they are not biind to creativity and am
smart enough © nap it up when it comes thesr wayy.
wae made in the garage” For more information visit www2idesignscomau




